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HOW DO I RECYCLE?

Recycling Center: Recycling uses only a
small amount of space and takes just a few

minutes a day. An area in your kitchen, ga-
rage or storage closet can serve as your
home recycling center.

The Blue Bag Approach: Recycle Midwest
makes recycling easy with the blue bag ap-
proach. We accept bottles, cans and plastics
commingled in the same blue (or clear) bag!
Therefore sorting is kept to a minimum.

Specialty items that Recycle Midwest col-
lects for reuse only (such as styrofoam pea-
nuts, old clothes and old flower pots) require
a separate blue (or clear) bag.

Recycling Paper: Recycle Midwest accepts
all grades of paper. If possible, separate - but
to save time, you may commingle some
grades as explained in the paper section on
the reverse side of this brochure.

COLLECTION DAY

On collection day place your blue bags as
well as your tied or bagged bundles of paper
outside your garage door (or other pre-
arranged pick-up location). Please do not
put any paper in the blue bag.

Your pick-up day will be every other Friday
as highlighted in the calendar. Note that the
schedule will be pushed back by one day if
there is a holiday on a pick-up day.
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Metal Cans

Do Recycle: all EMPTY cans and lids,
whether aluminum, bi-metal, or steel. In-
cluded are beverage cans, food cans, dog
and cat food cans, etc. Pie pans and foil
are also recyclable.
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Preparation: RINSE OUT beverage cans
and WASH OUT steel/tin food cans
(remove food particles to help keep the
recycling process clean!). If you can,
flatten the cans. Place all cans (and foil/
pie trays) in the blue bag with your glass
and plastic.

Do not Recycle: paint cans,* aerosol
cans, cans that are not empty, furniture,
& car parts.*

*# call us to recycle these materials.
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HDPE

E/ST\;‘ Plastics

Recycle all EMPTY plastic containers
with recycling symbol #1- #7 on the bot-
tom. Wash out and remove caps (labels
are OK). Flatten the bottles if you can.
Place in the blue bag with glass and
metal. (Note, we show symbols 1, 2, 3
but we accept 1 - 7!)

plastic flower pots & trays. Rinse and
place in a separate blue or clear bag.
foam sofa cushions & carpet padding.
Roll-up and tie with string.

styrofoam packing shells & peanuts. Re-
move contaminants such as paper and
place in a separate blue or clear bag.

other: old clothes - place in separate
plastic bag/old cell phones/printer car-
tridges - place together in bag.

RECYCLE MIDWEST accepts all
grades of paper - please separate if
you can.

1. newspaper: Bundle and tie with
string or place in a brown paper bag.
2. cardboard: FLATTEN and stack or
tie.

3. chipboard: (cereal boxes & food
boxes, tissue boxes, centers of paper
towel/toilet paper rolls). Flatten and
tie or stuff in a brown paper shop-
ping bag.

4. magazines & telephone books: tie
with string (bags are not strong
enough).

5. office paper/junk mail: tie with
string or place in a separate brown
bag.

6. old books: place in cardboard box.

Keep it simple? Put news in brown
bag & #’s 4, 5 & 6 together.



